My Guitar Story - Jimmy Flynn

Member — Since The Beginning!

How long have you been a member of the Guitar League?

As the story goes, the first month of the Guitar Leage meetings | was told |
couldn’t go because my guitar only had 4 strings. I’d been playing bass for
30 years and actually did not own a 6-string guitar at the time. After hearing
more about the league’s format, | went to The Music Center in Eastwood
(no longer there) and bought my first 6-string in three decades. It was a
small bodied Takamine. | was now an official member. | started re-learning
chords and strumming techniques | originally learned in my teens. Over the
years I've been a main presenter with both The Flyin’ Column and Two Feet
Short. I've been the opening act with Two Feet Short and as a solo. I've
done one-off breakouts — usually with Don Meixner. Last year | was asked
to do a monthly breakout that was started by Jim Horsman. | figured for 20
years | had been getting a lot from the meetings...... it was time to give
back, so | said yes. | facilitate a great group of musicians helping them learn
to play 4 or 5 new songs each month. It's been a great pleasure!

When did you start playing guitar?

| was twelve years old, and my parents gave me a guitar for Christmas. It
was an acoustic Silvertone guitar from Sears at Fairmount Fair. It was 1965
and | loved the Beatles. | wanted to play music like that. I’'m sure the “cool
factor” had something to do with it. | took lessons for a year...the guy’s
name was Ron Strong. He had a shop in the Village of Camillus. | ended up



buying my first electric guitar from him. It was a Tesco Del Ray single pick
up. | also got a very small amp from him. First he taught me how to read
music. Then he started me on chords. | remember he showed me one song
with seven chords..... it was The House of The Rising Son. He said playing
the chords for this particular song would be a good exercise in moving my
fingers. He was right — | actually still play this song. So now that | knew
about chords right wrong or different | stopped taking lessons. A bunch of us
in the neighborhood started a garage band. There was two guitars, a piano
and a snare drum that actually eventually grew into a full set. We were
missing a bass. | had the only source of income — | was a paperboy. So
down to Gerber Music. | was able to talk Mr. Gerber into letting me buy a
bass on time. It was a Segova Beatle Bass (I was cool!). | still has my 6-
string, but the bass became my primary.

What was your motivation to learn the instrument?

Like | just said, | loved the Beatles and all the other music of the 60’s. The
guys | hung around with were all in the same boat. We had guitars and
wanted to be rock stars. Back then we would go to school dances (do they
have dances anymore?) and stand in front of the band and dream about
being on that side of the microphone. Eventually that happened and | still
enjoy being on the performing side of the microphone with my guitar. It’s
funny but the songs | learned then | still play but call them “oldies”.

What style or styles do you play?

I’d love to be able to finger pick. Every time | watch Loren play | want to
burn my guitars. | was never able to accomplish the skill, and my old fingers
won’t allow it now. | use a thumb pick that has a spring on it to help it stay in
place. Like | said - old fingers need help. I've always called myself a
strummer. | let my voice be the melody maker. Paul Davies did a
presentation last year that helped me better define my playing style. Simple
chords, simple strumming , simple picking a lead-line, nothing fancy just
straight forward.... he called it “chunka-chunka”. That’s definitely me!




What make or models of guitars do you play?

| look back on all the guitars I've been fortunate to own and consider myself
a very lucky guy. | sure wish | still had all of them. My favorites are the ones
| use when I'm performing. My solo guitar is my Gibson Hummingbird Pro. |
always wanted a Gibson, and | gifted it to myself when | retired. This is also
the guitar | use when performing with my good friend Don Meixner In Two
Feet Short. Now my other main guitar has only four strings. It’s a Guild Mini
Jumbo.... It is short scale, and it weighs-in at under 4 pounds. It’s used with
Two Feet Short. | also use it when working with The Flyin’ Column with Don
and another great musician friend Jim Sheridan.

What kind of strings do I like?

| use D’Addario Phosphor Bronze EJ 16’s. Don’t know how or why | started
using them. I've always liked their sound and feel. | play and practice a lot
so | usually change out my Gibson strings about once a month.
Consequently | buy them in 12 packs.....saves a little money.

Do you play out?

Yes. I've be playing out since | was 13 or 14. First in a garage band in my
neighborhood. Then in high school in a band called The Time Piece...
guitars, Hammond organ, and drums...BTW the drummer was Jim Horsman
...yes, I've known him for a while (more to come). | was in a short-lived horn
band called Maelstrom when | was in my late teens. We had a great guitar
player named Don Bullis who still plays in a Syracuse band named The Soul
Mine. | then played with an all-original band in Oswego called Fuze....again
with drummer Jim Horsman. Then | was in a band named The Mixed
Emotions again with Jim Horsman. When my son came along | stopped
playing (for a short while). | was the approached by an old friend wondering
if I’d like to sit in for six months in the Irish band called The Flyin’ Column.
Well, that six months has grown to 45 years. Again with two great musicians
Don Meixner and Jim Sheridan. Don and | branched off with Two Feet Short



about 20 years ago and | went solo 11 years ago. | perform in all the senior
facilities in Onondaga County. So yes — | play out.

What is your practice routine?

Personally | attempt to pick up the guitar every day. The Flyin’ Column, with
Don Meixner and Jim Sheridan, practices for two hours every Wednesday
night. Before we start we always talk about what’s going on in our lives
....Kids, trips, doctor appointments. Basically brothers keeping up with
current events. We go over new songs. We go over old-old songs we
haven’t played in a while. A lot of times we’ll play the old ones out and
regulars will comment how they like our new songs (ha). We go over songs
we are going to play at the next gig. We use these songs to build set lists
that we follow at every gig. As a band we are lucky to have each other both
in music and friendship. It helps the gigs flow easily.... It makes it “Fun”.
Two Feet Short usually practices before a job to go over the lasted set list.

What are your current goals and how does guitar league
support them?

Simple ... Keep learning, keep playing, keep sharing, and keep having FUN!



